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Plan pushed for CU dlabetes centers

: ‘By Michael McNutt, Camto/ B

A proposal by the University of: Oklahoma to bmld a dlabetes research and
- treatment center on its Oklahoma City an,d Tulsa campuses advanced Wednes-
day'in the Legislaturé,

Surrounded by about 100 people affected by ‘diabetes, members of the staté:
Senate subcommittee onhealth and social services unammously approved legxs-' ‘

" lation creating a legal entity for the center so it can receive funding: -

. Senate Bill 1056 cotild-go to tlie full Senate Appropriations' Comrmliee next
_ week Theé.cost for both buildings is estimated at $15 million. ‘ '

1 T Legislators will iave to determme how to pay for the center: Gov. Brad Henry
- has proposed mcludmg the project in a, '$180 million research bond-issue; OU

| . President David Boren,: citing the smtes ‘booming economy, sald legxslators _

could make a direct-appropriation thissession.

“It’s-just an ideal opportunity,” Boren said:. “We don’t know agam when the :

 state will be ﬁnanaal}y as well off asitis: this year.”

» * ~“Itis net an ovérambitions goal'tv say that leahoma S dlabetes oenter should .
:|: . be in the topfivé in'the nay oni 'thm thiree: years, ” he said. “We really can do it -

-, that rapldly »
About oneé in every 10. Oklahomans has the disease, putting Oklahoma at the.

top among the states, said Boren, whorhas Type 2 diabetes. A‘mencan Indlan
are three tifnes as likely to have diabetes. -

. Several Indian tribes are yeor] orking fo' raise nloney and develop operatmg rela-'_ K
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v ubnshlps to':share the fitaacial bis den of the Center Boren said.. anate fund-

| raising efforts also are uhder way:. o

' *  The subcommitte& also apj asuréto expand a health msura.nce )
program for small busingssés.

- ‘The Thsure Oklahotna prograin;. which. get un
usinesses with 25 employeeé or - less: buy health insurance for workers. SB

9 1294 would expand the progra&gl to businesses with up to 50 employees. 5

X under way Tast year, helps small 1




